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SHAMROCK ’N’ ROLL
Thousands turn out in warm
weather for annual festival
Thad Moore

TMOORE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Austin Price
/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Photos by Spencer Scott / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Five Points was flooded with festivalgoers Saturday who attended the annual St. Patrick’s
Day festival to enjoy the festivities, music and each other’s company along with a medley
of food and drink. They came in green, and a number of more complex ensembles.
How many people turned out for St. Patrick’s Day in Five Points Saturday
isn’t known yet, but police made a few more arrests this year.
In all, 39 people were arrested inside the 2013 festival, according to
Columbia police spokeswoman Jennifer Timmons. Ten more were arrested
outside. That’s up from 36 arrests inside the gates in 2012.
The 49 people who were arrested racked up a total of 86 charges.
The bulk of them were for drunkenness, underage possession of alcohol,
resisting arrest, disorderly conduct and possession of fake IDs. Those ﬁve
offenses accounted for 69 of the charges.

Shortly after noon Saturday, Jayna
Doyle posed a question to a crowd
congregated in the intersection of
Harden and Greene streets.
“So who’s drunk yet?” shouted
Doyle, the lead singer of local rock
group Death of Paris.
She was met with cheering.
It was St. Pat’s in Five Points,
Columbia’s annual all-day street party
in honor of Ireland’s patron saint, and
the green-tinted beverages ﬂowed —
and not just Chick-ﬁl-A’s festive green
lemonade.
But the day was still young, and for
the most part, things had been fairly
quiet.
At least that’s what Winta Adams
and Joe Loveridge, a pair of paramedics
working at the festival, thought.
In the middle of the day, hours after
their shifts started at 6 a.m., they were
sitting behind an ambulance by the
fountain enjoying a lull. Loveridge,
who hadn’t worked the St. Pat’s festival
before, availed himself of a turkey leg.
Adams, who had, didn’t expect the
calm to last long.
“At about 2 o’clock, we’ll probably
really be jumping around,” she said.
Come 2 p.m., as the once-navigable
streets of Five Points were packing in,
their chairs were empty. Elsewhere,
lines — for entry to the festival, for
the ATM, for drinks — grew and
meandered in and outside the area.
Just how many people turned out
for the festival wasn’t immediately
clear, but it was doubtless boosted by
clear skies and warm weather, and
hampered, perhaps, by taking place at
the end of USC’s spring break.
St ill, some st udents, like Ryan
Snyder, said they’d trekked back to
Columbia early to make it.
The second-year public relations
student opted to come to town Saturday
morning from a trip to Charleston.
She was part of a sea of green that
left Adams and Loveridge sticking out
with their white uniforms.
Partygoers donned green, Mohawk

wigs and green, pint-glass hats, blew
on green vuvuzelas, ate green funnel
cakes, took green Jell-O shots from big
syringes, used green portable toilets
and sported dyed facial hair.
Mike Malandrino ﬁt squarely in the
latter group.
The 51-year-old Gaston nat ive
volunteered for the Military Vehicle
Club of South Carolina and poured
beer on Saluda Avenue.
It was his first time doing so, and
he’d colored his beard for the occasion.
He said he wasn’t sure how long it
would take to get the dye out.
“If it doesn’t come out, I’ll have to
shave it off,” Malandrino said as he
gestured dragging a razor across his
face.
It may have been the one day each
year Malandrino’s bright green scruff
would blend right in. It was tame in
comparison to some of the outfits
wandering around Five Points.
Bra ndon Cr isp, a fou r t h-yea r
graphic design student at Francis
Marion Universit y, said he came
from Florence to enjoy a night on the
town Friday before the festival. He
came prepared with a festive hat that
featured can holders and straws, along
with a green blazer and tie.
Some stood out with only a T-shirt,
l i ke one m a n who stood at t he
intersection of Harden and Devine
streets holding three tallboys stacked
atop each ot her a nd a ciga ret te
dangling from his mouth.
For Chris Oxner, 43, of Columbia,
dressing up has become something of
a tradition. His getups have made him
such a personality at the festival that
this year, in exchange for a photo, he
asked for a $1 donation to Pawmetto
Lifeline, a Columbia animal shelter.
Each of the past four or ﬁve years,
he’s pieced together an ensemble
that included a green wig, rainbow
suspenders, silver earrings and a greenand-gold shawl.
N e w t h i s y e a r, h e a d d e d a n
oversized, sparkling leprechaun hat
with matching cuffs and boots.
“It’s a little bit recycled,” Oxner
said. “I add a little extra something or
take away a little extra something each
year.”
Video available online
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USC to double cybersecurity staff, review policies in $2 million project
Revenue department
hacking spurs investment
Thad Moore

TMOORE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

USC will spend more than $2 million
over the next two years to bolster its
cybersecurity with more staff, new
technology and updated policies in
the wake of last year’s Department of
Revenue hacking.
The effort, dubbed Secure Carolina,
could more than double the size of the
university’s cybersecurity team.
C u r r e n t l y, U S C e m p l o y s s i x
employees and one student worker in
the area, and it’s on the verge of posting
four job openings with two or three
more on the way, said Marcos Vieyra,
the chief information security ofﬁcer.
Vieyra expects the hires will change
how h is of f ice doe s bu si ne ss by
allowing employees to hone individual
s p e c i a lt ie s , l i k e e d u c at io n a n d
awareness, servers and desktop security.

Monday
72°

58°

Tuesday
69°

41°

At present, he said, his employees’
focuses jump around frequently — to
deal with issues that arise and carry out
ongoing projects, for example.
“Right now, our time is very divided,”
Vieyra said. “It’s not possible with the
limited resources that I have at the
moment to take one of my people and
say, ‘Alright, your full-time job is to go
out and evangelize our program.’”
Salaries for the new employees will
have to be negotiated, but Vieyra said
USC’s shooting for state pay grades
with midpoints between about $54,000
and $80,000.
Pay for information security experts
w ill likely grow as organizat ions
recognize they need more, Vier ya
said, so attracting and keeping talent
at USC and other state agencies will
increasingly become a challenge.
The Secure Carolina has also seen
USC buy new security tools, including
new anti-virus software and a program
that will track data to identify possible
breaches, Vieyra said.

USC is also evaluating its privacy
and informat ion securit y policies
in an effort to clearly delineate how
the university uses its students’ and
employees’ information and establish a
comprehensive privacy policy.
W h i le s uc h a p ol ic y wou ld n’t
necessarily change much about how
USC uses information, it would let
communit y members k now what’s
going on and let them express their
qualms, even though they would not
have a way to opt out from them,
Vieyra said.
Information technolog y policies
will also be evaluated by the university
auditor when departments go up for
scheduled reviews. Currently, USC
audits focus on their ﬁnancials, but the
auditor’s ofﬁce is drawing up standards
to make sure their security policies are
in line, too.
The slate of initiatives that comprise
Secure Carolina has been f loating
around USC for years, Vieyra said, but
USC didn’t make much of a concerted

effort to beef up its security until the
revenue department was hacked last fall
and the issue was brought to the fore.
“Obv iou sly, what happened i n
the Department of Revenue really
brought the significance and gravity
of the issue to the front of everyone’s
consciousness,” Vieyra said. “Without
something like the Department of
Revenue breach, this may not have
become as big of a priority.”
USC hasn’t been immune from such
attacks either.
Last June, t he universit y found
that as many as 34,000 students and
employees in the College of Education
had their information, including Social
Security numbers, compromised.
And even with a bigger team ﬁghting
them, Vieyra said there’s no way USC
will be able to keep every hacker out.
“Even if you gave me unlimited
resources, I will not be able to risk of
compromise down to zero,” he said. “I
mean, that’s just not possible.”
DG

Girls Night Out

Give a man a fish

USC loses to Bama

USC students volunteer backstage and
model spring designs
at the Trina Turk
fundraiser fashion
extravaganza.
See page 5

Columnist Stevan Novakovic argues that
the SNAP program
is meant to aid the
poor, not be their sole
source of support.
See page 4

The softball team
was swept by No. 4
Crimson Tide over
the weekend in the
debut of Beckham
Field.
See page 8
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In Brief.
City council member
to challenge Benjamin

First, second amendments
square off in state bill

SC’s smallest school
slated to close

Mayor Steve Benjamin will face at least one
challenger in this fall’s mayoral election — city
councilman Moe Baddourah , multiple media
outlets reported last week.
Baddourah was elected in the city’s third district
last year and owns Moe’s Italian Grapevine, a
restaurant on Rosewood Drive.
He also started sending mailers to Columbia
resident s last week t hat tout h is bu si ness
experience and claim Benjamin helped friends and
campaign staffers land government jobs, though
the mailer doesn’t reference the mayor by name.
“The people’s interests aren’t well-served when
politicians award important jobs to friends or
create new government positions for campaign
workers,” Baddourah said in a statement, according
to The State.

A bill in the state House may well have the
First and Second Amendments squaring off.
The proposed legislation, which has garnered
the support of at least 57 legislators, would ban
South Carolina doctors from talking about gun
safety with their patients, The State reported.
According to The State, many doctors, like
pediatricians, talk to their patients in an effort to
make sure guns are stored and used safely.
“[Gun rights supporters] are trying to get big
government to come in and dictate what we can
and cannot say, while at the same time, they are
trying to tell big government to stay out of their
right to own guns,” Dr. Deborah Greenhouse,
the president of the South Carolina Chapter of
the American Academy of Pediatrics, told the
newspaper.

South Carolina’s smallest school is planning to close
its doors in the 2013–14 school year, and it reflects the
challenges rural schools face, The Post and Courier
reported.
Edisto Beach Elementary currently has just nine
students, a big drop from years past, which averaged
between 30 and 40.
But jobs moved away, and so did island families.
“The jobs are just not here anymore,” Martha
Strickland, who works as a principal a day each week,
told the Charleston newspaper.
The fight to keep rural schools open despite their cost
isn’t limited to Edisto Island, though. It’s happening
a few miles down the road, further up the coast in
McClellanville and elsewhere in the country.
“Residents are fiercely protective of their schools
because they often are centers of their communities,”
The Post and Courier’s Diette Courrégé Casey wrote.

—Thad Moore, News Editor

—Thad Moore, News Editor
—Thad Moore, News Editor

Crime Blotter
The blotter comes from police reports released by the USC Division of Law Enforcement
and Safety and doesn’t include crimes reported by city or county law enforcement.

Reports from March 1 to March 15
Drug Equipment Violations — 2
Larceny/Theft from Building — 8
Trespass — 5
Vandalism/Destruction of Property — 10
Drunkenness — 5
Assault/Simple Assault — 1

—A n of f icer w it nessed a man walk ing on
Barnwell Street early on the morning of March
8. The man was staggering from side to side as
he approached Greene Street . The officer tried
to talk with the man, but the man made multiple
attempts to flee from the officer. Once the officer
caught up, the man was unable to answer basic
questions and smelled strongly of alcohol. The
man was cited for drunkenness and transported
to Bapt ist Hospital after being evaluated by
emergency medical technicians.

Larceny/shoplifting — 1
Larceny/Theft from Vehicle — 2
Harassment/Threats/Intimidation — 3
Drugs/Narcotics Violation — 2
Disorderly conduct — 1
Larceny/All Other — 1
Harassment (Phone Calls) — 1
Traffic/DUI — 1

—Police were called to the Law Center around
11 a.m. March 8 after receiving reports of a man
yelling. Once the officers approached the man,
they could hear him repeatedly yelling that he was
going to try out for the South Carolina football
team. After obtaining the man’s information,
the officers discovered he had been cited for
trespassing three times previously. They then
arrested the man for trespassing and took him to
Alvin S. Glenn Detention Center.

—Bates House Crime of the Week: Police
were called to Bates House early on the morning
of March 7. Upon arrival, an officer was told by
a resident mentor that he had been awakened
by a loud noise that turned out to be a resident
yelling at his roommate. When the officer spoke
to the resident, he discovered the resident was
slurring his speech, smelled of alcohol and was
underage. The officer then found that the student
had recently been cited for narcotics violations.
The resident was arrested for possessing alcohol
underage and issued a student conduct citation
before being t ransported to A lv in S. Glenn
Detention Center.
—Compiled by Amanda Coyne, Assistant News Editor
Briefs don’t include every incident from the last two
weeks, and suspects are presumed innocent until proven
guilty. Information could change as investigations
continue.

College of
Charleston
maymester/summer sessions 2013
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Cybersecurity efforts
a good move forward
With the recent scare of the South
Carolina Department of Revenue hacks,
USC is at last stepping up to bat in its
ef fort s to beef up ou r c ybersecu rit y
systems. Over the next two years, Secure
Carolina plans to double the size of its
c ybersec u r it y
and spend
“We’re surprised teams
more t han $2
USC didn’t try to million updating
patch up these the technologies
and policies.
e-holes earlier
I f t here’s
anything
worth
and instead
spending $2
waited for the
million on these
Department of
d a y s , w e’d s a y
Revenue breach c y b e r s e c u r i t y
i s p r ob abl y it ,
to take action.” especially when
just last summer,
hackers found their way to the information
and Social Security numbers of 34,000
students and employees in the College
of Education. In fact, we’re surprised
USC didn’t try to patch up these e-holes
earlier and instead waited for something
as t hreatening as t he Depart ment of
Revenue breach to take action. According
to the chief information security officer,
USC had been entertaining the idea for
many years but just hadn’t acted on it yet.
Ne v e r t h e le s s , U S C ’s e f f o r t s a r e
certainly better late t han never. The
university holds financial and academic
r e c or d s , e mplo y me nt i n f o r m at io n ,
addresses and phone numbers of 30,000
students, and the prospect of possibly
hav i ng all of t hat i nfor mat ion f loat
around in cyberspace is nothing short of
frightening. While it’s impossible to be
100-percent protected, Secure Carolina’s
upcoming projects will hopefully keep
students and staff at USC in safer arms in
the future.
A s I nter net tech nolog y adva nce s,
building solid cyber defenses will become
more difficult and more crucial. We’re
glad USC is recognizing that.
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Poor should be assisted, not sustained
SNAP program flawed;
SC politicians miss point
Wa v e s w e r e m a d e i n S o u t h
Carolina late February when state
legislator Bakari Sellers (D-Bamberg)
responded to Gov. Nikki Haley’s
call to remove unhealthy foods from
food stamp purchases. Sellers urged
Haley to eat only healthy foods with
food stamp purchases
for one week. W hile
Sellers’ challenge
was well-meaning
and Haley has good
intent ions regarding
t he hea lt h of Sout h
C a r o l i n a ’s p o o r e r
Stevan
Novakovic population, both are
sl ight ly m issi ng t he
Fourth-year
point.
international
business student
First of all, Sellers,
like many Americans,
m isconst r ued what food stamps
(or Elect ronic Benef it Transfer)
are designed to be. “Food stamps”
is t he i nfor mal ter m for t he
acronym SNA P, which stands for
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Prog ram. The key word here is
“supplemental.” Food stamps were
never intended to exclusively provide
an individual’s dietary needs; they
were designed to aid individuals of
low income to supplement those
nutritional requirements. SNAP was
not created to encourage people to
live on the dole but rather to make life
less difficult for those in precarious
situations, with the intent of them
eventually finding better employment
and no longer needing the benefits.
According to t he Depart ment
of Agriculture, the average South
Carolinian on SNAP receives just

over $131 a month. A family of three
then would receive around $400
per month. While this may not be
enough money to purchase organic
arugula every day, if coupled with
even a meager food allowance from
wages it is easy enough to buy canned
vegetables, brown rice, milk and
other healthy foods.
Next, while Haley is correct to
want South Carolina’s low-income
population to make healthier choices
with their food stamps, she misses
the fact that the point of the program
is to get people off food stamps. It
is true that abuses occur with EBT,
and steps should be taken to mitigate
them. Right now in Florida examples
of people using EBT cards at strip
clubs, liquor stores, casinos, etc., are
rampant.
It is not illogical to suggest that
people, especially in a warm state
like South Carolina, could achieve a
degree of self-sufficiency. It is quite
feasible to grow supplemental food
in even a tiny yard. Books about selfsufficiency on a quarter acre of land
and related publications are on the
market. Plants like cucumbers and
tomatoes can grow on lattice work
leaned on one’s house, and to buy a
tomato plant producing many pounds
of fruit costs only $2.50 at Lowe’s.
W hile bot h Sellers and Haley
bring attention to the significant
health and SNAP problems in South
Carolina, the real goal is to help
bring the poor out of poverty, not
just subsidize their less-than-ideal
situation. Self-sufficiency should be a
focal point of any sort of low-income
outreach, and it might even produce
some agricultural entrepreneurs in
the process.

Despite t he never- end i ng
proliferation of TV shows such
as “16 and Pregnant” or “Teen
Mom,” teenage pregnancy has
actually decreased in the United
States. According to New York
City’s Department
of Healt h a nd
Mental Hygiene,
the cit y saw a 27
percent decline in
teen pregnancies in
the past decade.
Aaron
And yet, Mayor
McDuffie
Mike Bloomberg’s
First-year
administration has
political science
decided t he next
student
logical step after
mandating comprehensive sex
education and providing birth
control within cit y schools is
to create a “groundbreak ing”
ca mpa ig n t hat w i l l sha me
teenagers into thinking twice
about partaking in less-thanwholesome activities that could
lead to an accidental pregnancy.
Using tactics more ak in to
those of a judgmental church lady,
NYC’s Teen Pregnancy Campaign
has plastered images of distressed
children of supposed teenage
mothers, highlighting obstacles
they will face growing up with
a young mom. Orchestrators of
this campaign even came up with
the idea of providing a number
you could text in an interactive
game. That way, anyone could
learn what it’s like being a teenage
parent-to-be, particularly a future
mother who gets to be called a “fat
loser” by her best friend at prom,
or a future parent who’s ostracized
from her folks.
But disregarding the
condescending and paternalistic
tone this campaign takes, it still
doesn’t address the underlying
socioeconomic factors that result
in teen pregnancy or even offer
assistance to teenage parentsto-be — because clearly teens
need more shame, and not more
support from their friends, family
or government.

Unconventional play not meant as religious attack
Criticism of adversaries unnecessary,
stems perpetuation of good messages
While we were relaxing on spring break last week,
citizens around the nation were in an uproar over
the latest controversial event: the Pioneer Valley
Performing Arts Charter Public School’s decision
to perform a biblical play revised to contain gay
characters. More specifically, the play portrays the
first two couples to be “Adam and Steve” and “Jane
and Maybel.” In the midst of the political anxiety
and tension over the upcoming supreme court cases
of Prop 8 and the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA),
this piece of news was slightly more comical.
However, many don’t seem to share the sentiment.
Over the past few weeks, numerous religious
organizations as well as individuals and parents have
petitioned and protested against the play, criticizing
the school’s decision as blasphemous, hateful,
religiously intolerant and assorted other vehemently
expressed statements of disapproval. While these

reactions are hardly surprising, perhaps Christian
adversaries ought to recognize that sometimes,
things shouldn’t be taken too seriously.
The play, “The Most Fabulous Story Ever Told,”
was a comedy written in 1998 by Paul Rudnick.
L i ke m a ny ot her c ontemp or a r y
comedies, the purpose of the play is
to create humorous characters and
situations while incorporating themes
and concepts relevant to modern-day
society. Throughout the history of
performing arts, nearly everything
Alice
under the sun has been subject to
Chang
satire. Race, religion, gender, political
Third-year
viewpoints and personal preferences
international
have all been the topic of passing jokes.
business student
But very rarely do people convene
to make a huge deal out of them because it’s
understood that most of the time, things that are
obviously satirical aren’t necessarily meant to offend
or victimize a group of people.
Rather than taking the play personally as a brash

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p oi nt s p age i s to st i mu l at e
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community. All published
aut hor s a re e x p e c ted to prov ide
logical arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters
to t he ed itor, g uest colu m ns a nd
feedback on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should
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dailygamecock.com. Let ters must
be 200 to 300 words in length and
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re-creation of the Bible that slanders the roots of
Christianity, adversaries should consider taking it
for what it is: a satire that alters a well-known story
line to express other ideas. After all, such is the
foundation and purpose of any art form. Just as the
students in the art school should have the freedom
of expression, spectators have the option to not view
the play. Furthermore, the play has been successful
on Broadway in the past, proof that this high school
rendition is not some unique attempt to attack the
moral tenets of our society.
On the contrary, the play is an attempt to broaden
society’s perspectives. According to director Chris
Rohman, the play is supposed to be “a thoughtful
investigation of the meaning of faith and family.”
The Head of School Scott Goldman expressed
that it highlights the “need for all people to come
together to discover what they have in common.”
A nd if t hey choose to remain indig nant and
offended, these angry contenders run the risk of
overlooking the true message: a wholesome one, of
love, acceptance and unity.

school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
columns. Columnists should keep
submissions to about 500 words in
length and include the author’s name
and position.
The editor reserves the right to
edit and condense submissions for
length and clarity, or not publish at
all.
A ll subm issions become t he
property of The Daily Gamecock and
must conform to the legal standards
of USC Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock,
let us know about it. Email editor@dailygamecock.com
and we will print the corrections in our next issue.
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Retail students assist
Trina Turk fashion show
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All about Trina

Volunteers have hand in Girls
Night Out event at Edventure
Mikelle Street

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Courtesy of Jonathan Sharpe Photography

Fourth-year fashion merchandising student Laura Dixon
models a spring design at the Girls Night Out show.

Last year for the 10th annual Girls Night
Out event, EdVenture hosted “Prince of Color”
Chris Benz, a contemporar y womens wear
designer based out of New York, as its headliner.
This year, it was the “Queen of Prints” herself,
Trina Turk.
L a s t T hu r s d a y, E d Ve nt u r e C h i ld r e n’s
Museum and Coplon’s put on their signature
fundraiser, Girls Night Out. The event featured
a short dance performance by the Unbound
Dance Company, music by disc jockey Chris
Wenner and even a pop-up shop of Turk’s wares
after a fashion show featuring her designs.
“You really couldn’t ask for anything more
t han being a part of t his,” said t hird-year
fashion merchandising student Jessica Argoe,
who is also a fashion designer herself. “I totally
aspire to do anything close to what she’s doing.”
Turk creates clothes both inspired by and
representative of a Californian lifest yle, as
evident in K at y Perr y’s “California Girls,”
a song included in t he show’s sou ndt rack.
K nown for her eye-popping, colorful prints,
the designer sent down her spring and summer
collections of easy, wearable pieces that, while
simple in shape, come in fantastical hot pink,
baby blue and tangerine prints. The vibrancy of
print is tamed by the subtle silhouettes, creating
a perfect balance.
As the collection progressed, a handful of
looks came out void of print: the Trophie style
dress with its peplum and the Bennie short with
its refi ned basket weave fabric, both tipping the
focus from print but keeping the balance.
The show ended with a bit of glitz by way of
delicate beading, giving some of the dresses a
shimmering, ombre effect.
“I love Trina Turk,” second-year fashion
merchandising student Ellie Bode said. “These
are some of my favorite designs.”
Bode was one of fou r st udent s work i ng
backstage with the models, organizing looks for
the show.
Many of the volunteers, predominantly from
USC’s College of Hospitality, Retail and Sport
Management, were familiar with the designer
and remarked that the event was a milestone.
“It’s really exciting,” said fourth-year fashion
merchandising student Laura Dixon, one of the
models for the event. “I volunteered last year,

Photo courtesy of Trinaturk.com

Trina Turk opened her f irst bout ique
in Palm Springs in 2002 . Since then, she
has expanded her business to seven other
boutiques and created a menswear line called
Mr. Turk . Turk is known for her swimwear
but also carries lines of home decor including
decorative pillows, bedding and gifted items.
She fi nds inspiration for her lines from her
love of vintage 1960s and 1970s apparel ,
modern architecture and graphic art.
—Compiled by Amory Thome

and it’s a really great event and it’s huge for
Columbia.”
For some, the event also served as a career
eye-opener.
“I either want to be a buyer or I want to
g o i n t o m e n s w e a r,” f i r s t- y e a r f a s h i o n
merchandising student Raley Castro said. “I
never thought I’d have an opportunity like this
as a college student, and it really opens my eyes
to everything that is available.”
Tu r k ’s d e s i g n s h a v e b e e n f e at u r e d i n
magazi nes worldw ide i nclud i ng Gla mou r,
Vog ue, I nSt yle, Luck y, Cosmopolitan and
Marie Claire. Locally, Turk’s collections are
stocked in Coplon’s clothing store on Forest
Drive.
DG

‘Oz’ has brains, lacks heart, courage

Courtesy of mctcampus.com

James Franco (left) play Oscar Diggs, a circus magician who arrives in the land of Oz, meets its colorful characters like Theodora (Mila Kunis, right) and becomes its great wizard.

Prequel fails to meet expectations
with flat performances, weak story
Tyler Simpson

TSIMPSON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

“Oz the Great and Powerful”
NOW IN THEATERS

Director: Sam Raimi
Starring: James Franco,
Michelle Williams, Mila Kunis
Rating: PG for sequences
of action and scary images,
and mild language
Origin stories are often central
to prequels for some of our most-

beloved f ilm franchises. A nd, as
with films “Star Wars Episode I:
The Phantom Menace” (1999) and
“Prometheus” (2012), they tend to
come with much anticipation and
even greater expectations.
Such is the case with “Oz the Great
and Powerful,” the much anticipated
prequel to Dorothy’s adventures
based on L. Frank Baum’s beloved
novel. The anticipation was indeed
high, but the expectations were only
adequately met.
W it h “Oz t he Great a nd
Powerful,” I suppose I can say the
movie is all brains but lacks heart
and nerve. Like Disney’s take on
“Alice in Wonderland” (2010), this
movie takes us on a wild ride into a
magical land where characters are
bland, stories are poorly written
and necessary humor is absent, but
visuals are bright and exuberant.

As anyone can probably guess,
“Oz the Great and Powerful” is an
origin story about how a man from
K ansas became t he man behind
t he curtain. James Franco plays
Oscar Diggs, a con man and circus
mag ic ia n who get s c aught i n a
tornado (seriously have to stay away
from those in Kansas) and ends up
in the land of Oz. Once there, he’s
introduced to a variety of characters
who believe him to be the longawaited wizard who will bring peace
to the land.
From then on, we’re introduced
to characters in Oz who, like the
original fi lm, have some reference
to characters from Kansas. Zach
Braff voices Oscar’s faithful monkey
Finley, a character that feels ripped
off a “Shrek” script. There’s also
a l it t le c ute -but- c reepy C h i n a
doll (voiced by Joey K ing ) whose

reason for being in this movie I
can’t comprehend. I much prefer the
company Dorothy kept.
Probably the biggest
d isappoi nt ment s “Oz” present s
a re t he w it c he s , p a r t i a l l y d ue
t o d i r e c t o r S a m R a i m i’s s a f e
approach toward mak ing family
entertainment. Michelle Williams’
(one of most revered actress of the
past decade) portrayal of Glinda
the Good Witch is so sugary and
sweet that she can’t help but come
out as insipid a nd boring. M ila
Kunis, a rising star, is also flat and
over-t he-top a s T heodora, t he
soon-to-be Wicked Witch of the
West . Margaret Hamilton’s 1939
witch was the stuff of children’s
nightmares, but Kunis is about as
scary as an elementary school drama
OZ ● 6
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side of t he hou se. She acqu it s
herself well in a menacing role of
the Wicked Witch of the East, who
schemes behind everyone’s backs,
including her own sister.

eco
ck

production of “Wicked.”
Rachael Weisz basically plays
it safe as Evanora , the witch who
eventually ends up on the wrong

m

Courtesy of collider.com

OZ ● Continued from 5

T he role of t he Great a nd
Powerful Oz doesn’t seem to be a
great fit for Franco, although his
performance is adequate. He’s much
more believable in the moments
where Oscar presents his slimy and
sinister side and not so much in
the sincere moments, and this is a
role that requires handling of both.
Otherwise, we’re just seeing Franco
being Franco and not the almighty
Oz.
L i ke Ti m Bu r ton’s “A l ice i n
Wonderland,” director Sam Raimi
follows the “Avatar” (2009) road
and uses modern-day technolog y
to present “Oz” w it h a g rander
and more spectacular vision. The
beautiful but overwhelming scenes
are often scint illat ing, and CGI
is used to great effect. Plent y of
visuals allow the 3-D to pay off,
with things like spears and f lying
baboons i nvad i ng ou r persona l
space.
But this isn’t always worthwhile.
With all the bright green, digital
wo nde r s a nd o v e r a l l f o c u s o n
visuals, this version of “Oz” feels
more artificial than the 1939 fi lm.
We feel like we’ve stumbled into
a re v ision i ng of b ot h Pa ndor a
and Wonderland instead of being
hurled back into the land of singing
munchkins (there aren’t that many

@daily
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musical numbers, by the way). There
are also moments when the story
just pauses and the fi lm showcases
its visuals too heavily. This adds
about 30 minutes of unnecessary
time for the graphics masterminds
to play “look what I can do.”
Fans of Baum’s original novel and
the 1939 fi lm might get a kick out
of the allusions and parallels within
the story. The Master Tinker, who
soon constructs the Tin Man, makes
an appearance, scarecrows are used
against the witches and there’s even
a reference toward Dorothy Gale in
the role.
Raimi even pays tribute toward
“The Wizard of Oz” by changing
t he a s p e c t r at io of t he s c re en
from 4:3 black and white to 2.35:1
widescreen color.
Most of t he stor y foc uses on
O sc a r ’s t r a n sfor m at ion f rom a
deceitful, heart-breaking slickster
to the wise and sincere Wizard of
Oz, a plot that leads to a final act
where the story actually presents
some wit and reveals to have some
heart, but then we’re reminded once
again that Franco just wasn’t a great
fit for this role.
Oscar raves at the beginning of
the movie that he doesn’t want to be
a good man but a “great” one. While
I hope that was Raimi’s mental state
toward making this film, “Oz the
Great and Powerful” is only good
enough, but thankf ully nowhere
near “John Carter” flop territory.
Given Disney’s recent fascination
with putting a fresh spin on classic
fairy tales due to a planned revival
of “Beauty and the Beast,” we can
probably expect a sequel to take
a tornado f rom K ansas into t he
theaters sometime in the future.
DG
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HOUSING

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

Place on the Greene Condo/
Apt. Spacious 2 bedroom
2 bath condo/apt. located
at 2002 greene Street by
Starbux,Pita Pit and Papa
Jazz. Secured entry. Elevator.
Price includes water and trash
service and pest control.
Space is great for two people.
Rent is 975 total, or 487.50
each per month. Lease starts
August 1st, and runs for a
year. Nice quiet,clean unit,
located near USC so you can
walk to classes. Please call
Mike at 413-2516 or e mail
adzonni@aol.com Wont last
long. Thanks!
Email adzonni@aol.com

We are looking for part time
and full time employees for
our Clemson Road location.
Must be available to work
weekends. We are looking
for honest, hardworking
individuals-PLEASE APPLY IN
PERSON.

ADMIN ASSISTANTGeneral clerical duties.
Good organizational skills &
grammar a must. Fun office
environment. Flexible P/T
schedule with F/T available
during summer & breaks.
Proficiency with Word & Excel.
E-mail resume to
JDennis@Walker-White.com

4BR house near Campus/
Vista. 2BA, full appliances,
W/D, cable/internet, sec.
system. 616 Laurel Street.
Available July 1. $1400/mth.
Call (803) 422-5704 or
hank@burrisslaw.com

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted - Hampton Place
Cafe - Must be able to work
spring break, summer, and
winter break. Call Andy at
767-8794.

Bathing Position @ High
Volume Grooming Salon
Part-time: 25-30hrs/week.
Experience with dogs
required!
Reply to: groomingdales.
columbia@gmail.com
NO CALLS! Attach resume &
dog experience.
OFFICE RUNNER
25 hrs / week during school
and 40 hrs / week during
summer. Position requires
filing, errands, warehouse
work and light lifting. Must
have valid drivers license.
Position is needed year
round. Send resume to hire@
homepest.com or apply in
person Mon-Fri from 9am4pm at 2240 Frink Street,
Cayce, SC 29033

Specialty Retail Sales
Associate
Little Lambs & Ivy, a children’s
clothing store on Devine, has
a part-time opening. This
position is BUSY with talking
with children and parents,
wrapping gifts, opening
shipments, creating displays,
and more. A friendly, outgoing
personality a MUST.
Our store hours are Monday Saturday from 10 - 5:30.
If you think you are the right
person for this opening,
please send a cover letter,
hours available, and
a resume to
littlelambs andivy@gmail.com.
Email littlelambsandivy@gmail.
com

PHD • JORGE CHAM

EMPLOYMENT

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Hostess
Part-time Hostess needed.
Nights and weekends. Must
be available this summer
also. Apply in person TuesFri 2-5pm. 920 Gervais St
in the Vista. Email info@
motorsupplycobistro.com

OPPORTUNITIES
Do you like to sew? You
can help make tote bags for
women who have or have had
cancer! They are distributed
by The Lydia Project in
Augusta, GA to women all
over the world dealing with
cancer. They send all materials
and directions to you, and
volunteers generally make
5 bags per month (not set
in stone.) Volunteers usually
ship completed bags back,
but I can arrange pickup in
Columbia, SC. Thank you
for considering working
with such a great program!
Contact Ms. Olmos at admin@
thelydiaproject.org for details.
You can also call toll free
1-877-593-4212 M-Fr 9am3pm. If you need your bags
picked up when completed,
contact shanti123@juno.com.
Thank you!

STUDENTS STOP HERE!
RENTMART
All Areas, Sizes & Prices! Pets
OK in Some!
SHANDON! 1br,1ba hse,
ch&a, appls $500 (500-9)
2br,1ba hse, ch&a, appls $675
(675-4)
or 3br,2ba/hse, ch&a, appls
$950 (950-1)
ROSEWOOD! 2br, 1ba/Dupl,
F/yd, $550 (550-21)
2br,1ba/hse, ch&a, appls, F/yd
$700 (700-1)
or 3br/hse, 2ba/hse, ch&a,
appls, $950 (950-3)
CAYCE! 2-3br/hse ch&a,
appls, $600 Pet Ok! (600-1)
3br,2ba hse, ch&a, appls $750
(750-8)
Or 3br, 2.5ba/hse w/Pool,
2car/gar, F/yd $1350 (1350-1)
OTHERS TOO! CALL
RENTMART!
803-799-1333 or www.
rentmartonline.com
Email rrentmart@sc.rr.com

FOR SALE

THE SCENE
TODAY
BEHOLD THE ARCTOPUS,
WEXICO, SEIN ZUM TODE
7 p.m., $10 21 and up / $12 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

TOMMORROW

TODAY

HOROSCOPES

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

Your wishes are easier
to achieve for the next
few weeks. Keep your
object ive in mind.
G o f u l l speed a head,
avoiding dist ract ions.
Communication f lows,
equ ipment work s a s
planned.

There’s a lot on your
list, so you’d better get
help. You’re luc k ier
t ha n you t h i n k . You
c a n’t p r o d u c e o n
optimism alone, but it
sure helps. Find what
you need nearby. Don’t
skip over any details.

Yo u’r e g a i n i n g
confidence. Let go of
old b a g g a g e s o y ou
can move more freely.
You’re ver y p opu la r
now. Be respectful. You
have access to whatever
y ou ne e d . C o n s ider
how best to serve.

You have more t han
enough in the realms
of bot h money a nd
love. Soa k it up a nd
be grateful. Together,
you’ l l s c ore double .
Change your mind if
you need to.

Improve your position.
Big games offer big prizes.
There’s an interesting
development, but more
study is required. You can
succeed in whatever you
set your heart on. Believe
in yourself.

You discover wisdom
a nd compa s sion. You
have more than you let
on. Your new status leads
to new friends. Another
has needs for you to fill. A
theological insight reveals
clarity.

Yo u’r e a s u p e r h e r o
right now and you’re
basking in abundance.
It’s not about hav ing
more toys, but about
wh at you’l l do w it h
your powers. You have
plenty to protect. Share
your love.

You’re ver y persuasive
now, and communications
f low w it h ea se. Joy
inspires you. Use your
own good judgment, with
confidence. Don’t make
promises you won’t keep.
You have more resources
than you knew.

There are so many places
you’d like to visit and
study. Tap into another
source of funds and you’ll
get farther than expected.
Discover wonder f u l
t hings. I nsight comes
f r om c o nt e mpl at io n .
You’re gaining status.

It’s a very lucky moment
for scoring great
household items. Luxury
is a v iable opt ion.
You h ave more t h a n
expected, and there’s a
lucky break. But study is
still required.

You have what you need
to do t he job. T here
could be a temporar y
sense of overload. You’re
surrounded by love. You
have more friends than
you t hought. Great
abundance is available.

Get outside your normal
view of things to see new
opportunities. Toss the
ball to a teammate and
share the love. Stash away
the surplus. Expand your
circle. Travel beckons;
take care.

Taurus

Gemini

Cancer

Virgo

Libra

Scorpio

“RUST & BONE”
5:30 p.m., $8 general / $7 students
Nickelodeon Theatre,
1607 Main Street

“LES MISERABLES”
7:30 p.m., $46 — $66
Koger Center for the Arts,
1051 Greene St.
“THE BIRDCAGE”
8 p.m., free
Russell House Ballroom
03/18/13

Capricorn

Aquarius

Pisces

03/18/13

1 2 3 4

for 03/08/13

ACROSS
1 Penicillin source
5 Wee bit
9 “The Maltese
Falcon” actress
14 Say it’s so
15 1970 N.L. batting
champ Carty
16 Gather
17 Debussy’s dream
18 Scene in “The
Hustler”?
20 Not wilted
22 In the future
23 Adam’s apples?
26 Duchamp genre
30 Orlon, for one
31 Hot and humid
33 “A Challenge for
the Actor” author
Hagen
34 Grover’s veep
37 Correspond
38 Tubby tabbies?
40 Faith symbolized
by a nine-pointed
star
43 Blemish
44 Off-rd. transport
47 “The Tempest”
king
49 Canal problem
51 Even
52 Visitors to the
Winter Palace?
55 Gives off
57 Provide with
lodging
58 Tusk warmers?
63 Sommelier’s
selection
64 Plum tomatoes
65 Lima’s home
66 Start of an
intermission?
67 Apprehension
68 Mr. Potato Head
piece
69 Mtg.
DOWN
1 His clown alter
ego was Bip
2 Be heavyhanded,
in a way
3 Viagra competitor
4 Stylish
5 Response from
24-Down
6 Familia member
7 The planets, e.g.
8 Arens of Israel
9 Pearl Mosque
setting
10 Northerners with

a lot of pull?
11 Mad Hatter’s
offering
12 Iowa’s state tree
13 Hosp. workers
19 Proclivity
21 Part of the Little
Dipper’s handle
24 Rover’s pal
25 Fanfare
27 Abbr. in car ads
28 Gaming cube
29 Roy Halladay or
the Red Baron
32 Fleabag
35 Nabokov novel
36 More unfriendly
38 Voice of Puss in
Boots in “Shrek”
sequels
39 Cheaters, to
teachers: Abbr.
40 It may be held by
one on deck
41 Thrilla in Manila
winner
42 Gardening aid
44 Nail polish
remover
ingredient
45 Fencing moves
46 Evening service
48 Sufﬁx with
psych
50 Common blues
53 Bar goer’s option

Solutions from 03/08/13

54 Popular
Japanese beer
56 Games
magazine’s
1994 Game of
the Year
58 Author Levin
59 Word in many
German names
60 Online “Yikes!”
61 Thing that comes
to those who wait
62 “Mamma Mia!”
song
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Gamecocks lose in new stadium’s debut
Softball team swept
by No. 4 Alabama
Paulina Berkovich

PBERKOVICH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

South Carolina’s softball team
couldn’t give its stadium t he
inauguration it was hoping for.
The Gamecock s (16 -9, 0 -3
SEC) made a late comeback
attempt but fell to No. 4 Alabama
for the third straight time Sunday
afternoon, losing 7-6 in the newly
opened Beckham Field.
“We talk a lot about being
relentless competitors, and that’s
what I want to see from my team
for all seven innings, is them
never giving up and f ighting
the whole game,” coach Beverly
Smith said.
Wit h USC t railing by f ive
runs, junior right ﬁelder Chelsea
Hawkins started off the bottom
of the sixth inning with a home
r u n. Hawk ins now leads t he
Gamecocks with six homers on
the season.
After a single and two doubles
drove in t wo more r uns, t he
Gamecocks loaded the bases with
two outs on a walk and a hitby-pitch. But sophomore center
ﬁelder Kristen Struett grounded
out to end the inning.
In the seventh and ﬁnal inning,

USC scored a run on an RBI
single and brought the winning
run to the plate with one runner
o n b a s e a nd t wo out s . But
sophomore pinch hitter Olivia
Lawrence struck out to end the
game.
“It’s good to k now that we
can ﬁght back against a top-ﬁve
team,” senior shortstop Samie
Garcia said. “We know that we
can keep up with a top-notch
team, and that’s good.”
Garcia leads the Gamecocks in
batting average this season. She
had three hits and a walk in four
trips to the plate Saturday and
added two hits Sunday. Smith
called her the team’s spark plug.
“It’s my job to get on base any
way I can and to have quality atbats every time I go up,” Garcia
said.
South Carolina took a lead in
the ﬁrst inning on an RBI single
by junior second baseman Dana
Hathorn. In the third, Struett
singled in USC’s second run.
B u t A l a b a m a ( 26 -3, 4 -2)
answered by scoring four times
in the top of the fourth. South
Carolina starter Audrey Broyles
left the game with one out and
the bases loaded. The redshirt
senior allowed three hits but no
runs in the ﬁrst three innings of
the game.

The Crimson Tide hit into a
fielder’s choice for the second
out of the fourth, but a single
and an error each resulted in
two runs scored. Alabama scored
three times in the top of the ﬁfth
inning.
The Gamecocks lost the ﬁ rst
game of the series 6-4 Friday.
I n Sat u rday ’s matchup, t hey
couldn’t hold a t wo-run lead,
falling 5-3 when Alabama scored
four unanswered runs. Garcia
said it was “deﬁ nitely characterbuilding” for South Carolina to
have such a challenging series
against the defending national
champion.
South Carolina played before a
sellout crowd in each of the ﬁrst
three games at Beckham Field.
Pregame festivities included a
ceremonial ﬁrst pitch by women’s
basketball coach Dawn Staley
on Saturday and football coach
Steve Spurrier on Sunday.
Garcia said it was “awesome”
for the team to finally have its
own space to play after practicing
at a local high school and sharing
space with the track team during
the ﬁrst four weeks of its season.
“Historic, really, is the way
to talk about it,” Smith said. “I
think what it means is a new start
for Carolina softball.”
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Senior Samie Garcia said it was good to know the
Gamecocks could fight back against a top-five team.

Jeffrey Davis / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Senior LB Dantzler continued his hot start to the season with two home runs and six RBI against Davidson on Wednesday. Dantzler leads the team with six homers and 23 RBI.

Baseball wins SEC weekend series against Missouri
Senior Nolan Belcher has not
allowed a run in 26.1 innings

impressive pitching performances over the
weekend. The Gamecocks were forced to play
two games Saturday because the forecast called
for rain Sunday.
Senior Nolan Belcher followed up Beal’s gem
with one of his own. The left-hander pitched
8.1 innings while allowing just five hits, no
walks and striking out six batters to lead the
Gamecocks to the 2-0 win in the ﬁ rst game.
Coach Chad Holbrook said the Augusta,
Ga., native’s pitching against the Tigers was
“incredible.”
The win moved Belcher to 4-1 on the year,
and he has pitched 26.1 consecutive innings
without allowing a run and has not allowed a
walk since the opening series against Liberty.
The 2-0 victory Saturday was USC’s 10th
consecutive win, and the Gamecocks looked to
extend that streak and sweep Missouri in the
ﬁ nale of the doubleheader.
However, the Tigers jumped out to a quick
start by scoring three runs in the first two
i n n i ngs. M issou r i rel iever Keaton Steele
pitched six shutout innings while allowing just
three hits and striking out seven batters in the
4-0 Tiger win. No Gamecocks recorded more
than one hit in the loss.
USC had no problem getting hits during
its t wo midweek matchups last week. The
G a me co c k s defeat ed USC Up st at e 12-3
Tu e s d a y a n d t o r c h e d D a v i d s o n 1 2 - 4

Wednesday.
N ine different USC players recorded a hit
against USC Upstate with freshman second
baseman Max Schrock leading the charge with
two hits, two runs and three RBI.
On Wednesday, ﬁ rst baseman LB Dantzler
continued his monster season in the blowout
win. The senior had two home runs in one
game for the ﬁ rst time in his career and also
drove in a career-best six runs.
Through 20 games, Dantzler is batting .362
with six homers and 23 RBI. However, Dantzler
gave most of the credit to his teammates.
“I’ve always said that you can’t drive in runs
unless there are people on base,” Dantzler said
after the win. “It’s one of those things where it
is cool, but I was just glad to get the win.”
Despite the loss to Missouri in the ﬁ nal game
of the series, Holbrook has been pleased with
the ﬁ rst month of play.
“I thought our at-bats were OK (in the ﬁ nal
game against Tigers), but we just couldn’t
generate momentum,” Holbrook said. “It’s a
weekend series and we won it, so we will take
the series and head home to get some rest and
get ready for a big week ahead.”
USC will be in Charleston on Tuesday to
play The Citadel before returning to Columbia
this weekend for a big series with SEC rival
Arkansas.
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Kyle Heck

KHECK@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

South Carolina continued its impressive start
to the season this weekend when they took two
of three games in Missouri in both teams’ SEC
openers.
For t he N o. 5 G amecock s, it capped an
impressive week that saw them outscore their
opponents 42-17 over the eight games played.
USC (17-3) opened up league play with a 4-1
victory over the Tigers Friday night. Outﬁelder
TJ Costen went 2-4 with a t wo-run single
while catcher Grayson Greiner hit a solo home
run to lead the offensive charge.
On t he pitching side, sophomore righthander Evan Beal, who ﬁ lled in for the injured
Jordan Montgomery, recorded a career-high 10
strikeouts in 6.1 innings pitched while allowing
just one run.
“I was just trying to go out there and get
ahead on my first pitch,” Beal said after the
win. “I feel like I did a good job with damage
control. I was able to shut it down, get some
ground balls. The defense played great. It was
a good team effort tonight.”
Bea l’s st a r t was t he f i rst of a st r i ng of

